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MILZ

Bookpou rri:
Reviews of Books for K-5 Children
Vera Milz is newly retired from teaching second grade at Conant Elementary School in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. She is a past President of the
Oakland County Reading Council.
utumn ... the beginning of school ... warm days, cool nights ... new books to explore!! It's hard
to believe that summer is gone, and my favorite time of the year is here. Have you seen the
latest books that are perfect for the start of a new school year? Primary classroom students
might enjoy the new Laura Numeroffbook, If You
Take a Mouse to School (Illustrations by Felicia Bond, HarperCollins,
2002, $15.99, ISBN 0-06-028328-9). The young hero and his mouse
enjoy a busy and very exciting day at school. Starting school can
be a scary experience, but not if you have a special doll to help you
learn. Cynthia Rylant has shown how one grandmother solves the
problem in The Tidey-Tacky Doll (Illustrations by Harvey Stevenson,
Harcourt, 2002, $16.00, ISBN 0-15-201078-5). The Sunday Blues, by
Neal Layton (Candlewick, 2002, $15.99, ISBN 0-7636-1975-2) is
written for children, teachers, and anybody else who dreads Monday
mornings. Somehow when the time for school arrives, Steve discovers that Mondays, and school, aren't so bad after all.
If you wish to provide information or review copies for future
issues, please write to me at 1750 Woodgate Dr., Troy, MI 48083,
or email me at VEMILZ@concentric.net.

Books for the Youngest Readers
Collicott, Paul. This Car. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2002, $15.00, ISBN 0-374-399965-4).
In this book, you will find cars of all kinds. The end papers contain illustrations of cars from the 1800s to
the 1960s. Inside are cars-fast, slow, new, old, that are able to do various remarkable things. It is truly a car
lover's delight!

Rubel, Nicole. No More Vegetables. (Farrar Straus Giroux,
2002, $16.00, ISBN 0-374-36362-5).
When Ruthie kicks up a big fuss over eating vegetables, her
mother agrees that she stop eating them. The only condition is
that she will help her mom plant and tend this year's vegetable
garden. The book presents an interesting solution to a common
problem from both a child's-and a parent's-point of view.

Spohn, Kate. The WET DRY Book. (Random House, 2002,
$11.95, ISBN 0-375-82186-4).
In this rhyming text, a boy and girl alternate voices to tell what
they like best about things that are wet and dry. Children will
enjoy the illustrations that are either shiny and wet-lookingor
dry to their touch. The book is truly a hands-on reading experience!
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Harrison, David L. Dylan, the Eagle-Hearted Chicken. Illustrations by Karen Stormer Brooks. (Boyds
Mills, 2002, $15.95, ISBN 1-56397-982-9).

When Dylan's mother needs to stretch her legs after a long sit on her
nest, he is snatched by an old crow and taken to an eagle's nest high
up in a tree. When he hatches, the confusion begins. Dylan's hen
mother has followed him and tries to coach him from the ground,
while his eagle mother tries to teach him the ways of an eagle. How
Dylan figures out his true identity is a hilarious adventure for him and
will have children laughing until the satisfying end.
Pearson, Tracey Campbell. Bob. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2002,
$16.00, ISBN 0-374-39957-3).

Bob the rooster lives in a barnyard with a bunch of chickens, so he
has never learned to crow. When a cat explains this part of his job,
Bob sets off to figure out how to do it. He learns quite a repertoire
of sounds from various animals before he meets another rooster
who can teach him to crow. These noise-making skills serve him
well when he's required to scare off a hungry fox.

A Beginning Reader Collection
Cazet, Denys. Minnie and Moo and the Potato from Planet X (HarperCollins, 2002, $15.89, ISBN 0-06623751-3).

When Minnie and Moo are sunbathing in their pasture, a spaceship crashes
at their feet, and a potato-shaped alien named Spud pops out of the wreckage. They learn that he is on a mission to deliver Anti-Bump Cream, and
ifhe fails, the planets will crash into each other within 30 minutes. Minnie
and Moo save the day and get him back into space within the deadline.
This hilarious adventure will have newly independent readers in stitches.
Gantos, Jack. Practice Makes Perfect for Rotten Ralph. Illustrations by
Nicole Rubel. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2002, $15.00, ISBN 0-37436356-0).
Ralph and Sarah are going to the carnival with cousin Percy. Percy has
been practicing games to win prizes, but Ralph thinks practicing is boring!
When Percy begins to demonstrate his skill by winning, Ralph decides to
cheat his way to a win. When Sarah finds out, Ralph has to apologize and
return his prizes. In the end, Ralph learns a valuable lesson and proves his
love for Sarah once again.
Guest, Elissa Haden. Iris and Walter and Baby Rose. Illustrations by Christine Davenier. (Harcourt, 2002,
$14.00, ISBN 0-15-202120-5).
Iris is excited to get a baby sister, until Baby Rose arrives and proves to be a very, very fussy baby. Her
friend Walter helps by giving her his earmuffs, but Iris is still disgusted by her crabby little sister. To help,
Grandpa takes Iris out for a special day together. Finally, with time, little Rosie begins to settle in, and Iris
discovers that being a big sister isn't so bad after all. This is an appealing story for young readers with a new
baby in the house.
Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter & Tabby Catch the Cold. Illustrations by Arthur Howard. (Harcourt, 2002,
$14.00, ISBN 0-15-202414-X).
Poor Mr. Putter has a terrible cold and is feeling miserable. Even his cat Tabby can't comfort him. His
friend, Mrs. Teaberry wants to come over, but he is afraid that she will catch his cold. Fortunately, her good
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dog Zeke comes to the rescue. Zeke brings Mr. Putter some special treats that help him feel better and speed
his recovery. This latest adventure of these four friends makes having a cold seem like fun!

Michigan Connections
Briggs-Bunting, Jane. Llama on the Lam. Illustrations by Jon Buechel. (Black River Trading Company,
2001, $22.00, ISBN 0-9649083-4-4).
Llama on the Lam is a fictionalized account of a runaway llama whose
wandering ways bring three friends closer together. Alex's move
away from his friends is somewhat eased when he discovers that the
captured llama is housed with an animal rescue group located near his
new home. When the llama escapes again, Alex meets Beth and they
become close friends. Through the process, Alex discovers strengths
and qualities he never realized he possessed. The author is an Oakland
University professor who resides in Oxford, and the illustrator is a
retired Detroit Free Press artist who lives in Center Line.
Cappo, Nan Willard. Cheating lessons. (Atheneum Books for Young
Readers, 2002, $16, ISBN 068984378X).
Bernadette Terrell, a bright high school junior, suspects that her refined
Advanced Placement English teacher may have cheated to secure a
place in the State Quiz Bowl Championship. Set in a public high school
that regularly faces stiff competition from a neighboring private academy, this book may evoke images of
a local school-or even make some readers squirm. Michigan readers become insiders as they recognize
references to state landmarks and locations. Cappo, who lives in the Detroit area,has written a first novel
that will be a sure hit wtih teens who have begun questioning the morality of their elders. (LMP)

Crum, Shutta. Fox and Fluff. Illustrations by John Bendall-Brunello.
(Albert Whitman, 2002, $15.95, ISBN 0807525448). The first creature
newly hatched Fluff encounters is rough and tough Fox, whom he
adopts as his father. Fox, in his role as the perennial bad guy, manages
to overcome his natural proclivities, nurture Fluff, and even undertake
educating the entire neighborhood. (LMP)
Kammeraad, Kevin. I Remember ... Memories of Growing Up.
(Cooperfly Books, 2001, $7.95, ISBN 0-9669504-2-9).
Kammerand takes a light-hearted look at his childhood in this new
collection of poems. The author currently lives in Grand Rapids.

Lytle, Robert A. A Pitch in Time ... Illustrations by Bill Williams.
(EDCO Publishing, 2002, unpriced, ISBN 0-9712692-2-X).
Set in contemporary Rochester, Michigan, this novel takes Mac Dugan
back into Civil War days when baseball began. He meets the family of
a young Civil War veteran who has introduced the game of baseball to
the Rochester area. The book is a fascinating account of baseball's early
history in Michigan and contains a fictionalized account of two teams that actually played here-the Lahde-dahs and the Grangers. The author is a resident of Rochester.

Legends and Folk Tales
Bushyhead, Robert H. Yonder Mountain: A Cherokee Legend. Retold by Kay Thorpe Bannon. Illustrations
by Kristina Rodanas. (Cavendish, 2002, $16.95, ISBN 0-7614-5113-7).
Chief Sky is aging and no longer able to lead. In this tale, he calls three young men and sends them to climb
Yonder Mountain as a test of their character and strength. He challenges them to bring back what they find. Two
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bring back stones and herbs that have potential uses for the people. However, it is the young man who climbs to
the top and brings back his concerns for others in need who proves to have the best leadership qualities.

Campoy, F. Isabel. Rosa Raposa. Illustrations by Jose Aruego and Ariane Dewey. (Harcourt, 2002, $16.00,
ISBN 0-15-202161-2).
These three trickster tales, set in the Brazilian jungle, are about Rosa Raposa-a fox who outwits a jaguar.
The jaguar would like to eat Rosa and her friends, but she uses everything from vines, leaves from trees, and
bees to make her escape.

Garland, Sherry. Children of the Dragon: Selected Tales from Vietnam. Illustrations by Trina Schart
Hyman. (Harcourt, 2001, $18.00, ISBN 0-15-224200-7).
In Vietnam, legend has it that a mighty dragon married a fairy
princess, and from this union, the Vietnamese people were born.
This collection tells of heroes, kings, and rulers, as well as the
origins of plants, animals, holidays, and natural phenomena such as
the monsoon rains. Stunning illustrations accompany the text, and
explanatory notes follow each story.

Hodges, Margaret. The Boy Who Drew Cats. Illustrations by Aki
Sogabe. (Holiday House, 2002, $16.95, ISBN 0-8234-1594-5).
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A young boy's obsession with drawing cats changes his life in this tale
from ancient Japan. The boy's family pledges him to the priesthood,
but he is sent away because of his constant drawing. On his way home,
he spends the night in a temple where he draws several cats on the
walls. Little does he know that a goblin, in the shape of a monstrous
rat, inhabits the building. Saved by the cats he has drawn, the boy
becomes a famous artist whose drawings were so realistic, they would
sometimes come to life.

MacDonald, Amy. Please, Malese! A Trickster Tale from Haiti. Illustrations by Emily Lisker. (Farrar Straus
Giroux, 2002, $16.00, ISBN 0-374-36000-6).
Malese hasn't a penny to his name, but he has plenty of tricks to ensure
his survival. He constantly outsmarts his neighbors, until they capture
him and lock him up. However, his unexpected response to his capture
turns the tables, and he is up to his usual mischief again. Readers will be
filled with giggles at the cleverness of this latest trickster tale.

Salley, Coleen. Epossumondas. Illustrations by Janet Stevens. (Harcourt,
2002, $16.00, ISBN 0-15-216748-X).
This story of a silly little possum is a twist on the noodlehead stories
where everything that is said is taken literally. Epossumondas often
goes between his mama and his auntie's houses. He is asked to carry
various things, but each time there is a problem because of his actions.
Will he ever learn?

San Souci, Daniel. The Rabbit and the Dragon King: A Korean Folk
Tale. Illustrations by Eujin Kim Neilan. (Boyds Mills, 2002,
$15.95, ISBN 1-56397-880-6).
The Dragon King rules the ocean. He is a great king but an even
greater hypochondriac. When a court magician convinces him that he
must eat the heart of a rabbit in order to cure his ills, he sends a turtle to capture a rabbit. Fortunately, the
rabbit is able to gather her wits in time to save her life and solve his problem at the same time.
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Poetry Time
Cullinan, Bernice E. (Ed.) I Heard a Bluebird Sing: Children Select Their Favorite Poems by Aileen Fisher.
Illustrations by Jennifer Emery.. (Wordsong/Boyds Mills, 2002, $18.95, ISBN 1-56397-191-7).
Cullinan has compiled 41 child-recommended poems in this anthology of Aileen Fisher's works. In the
introduction and before each section, excerpts from Fisher's writings offer insights about how she writes
her poems. This is a special volume for enjoying an award-winning author's poetry, while helping students
create their own poetry.
Holbrook, Sara. Wham! Its a Poetry Jam: Discovering Performance Poetry. (Wordsong/Boyds Mills,
2002, $14.95, ISBN 1-56397-998-5).
More than 30 poems are collected in this volume designed to encourage readers to enjoy and perform poetry solo or in a group. The author explains how
readers can use voice, rhythm, movement, and other techniques to enhance
their performance. Instructions for putting on a poetry jam or a poetry performance are included in this instructive text.
Newcome, Zita. Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes and Other Action Rhymes.
(Candlewick, 2002, $15.99, ISBN 0-7636-1899-3).
This collection includes over 50 poems designed to entice energetic young
children to add hand-clapping, finger-snapping, and jumping-up-and-down to
their poetry enjoyment. Side pictures give detailed directions for finger plays
and assorted movement techniques.
Foreword by Jane Yolcn

Singer, Marilyn. Footprints on the Roof Poems about the Earth.
Illustrations by Meilo So. (Knopf, 2002, $14.95, ISBN 0-375-81094-3).

In this slim volume, the author shares her appreciation of nature and this
planet that we call Earth. Looking at Earth from the viewpoint of an astronaut, an animal, and even a lowly
worm are just some of ways that the author encourages readers to consider the earth in all its glory, simplicity and uniqueness.
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Chapter Books for Older Readers
Coville, Bruce. Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher. (Harcourt, 2002, $17.00, ISBN 0-15-204614-3).
In this 20th anniversary edition of the classic book, the author adds an afterword giving information about
the origins of the magic shop where Jeremy gets an egg that he hatches into a dragon. This story of the
friendship between Jeremy and the dragon hatchling remains as exciting as when it was first written.
Hurst, Carol Otis. In Plain Sight. (Houghton Mifflin, 2002, $15.00, ISBN 0-618-19699-4).
Living in Massachusetts in the mid-1800s, 11-year-old Sarah has to cope with emotional and economic
hardships when her father leaves for California to find gold and adventures.
She loves her father dearly and becomes angry at her mother, who doesn't even
seem to miss him. Through her ordeals-which include a serious barn fire in
which she is severely burned-she comes to appreciate her mother's strength
in holding the family together.
Stewart, Jennifer J. The Bean Kings Daughter. (Holiday House, 2002,
$16.95, ISBN 0-8234-1644-5).
Twelve-year-old Phoebe Marchant is an orphan who is heir to a vast fortune.
When her father dies, he leaves her in the custody of his last wife-a stepmother whom she has never met. Though Phoebe and her butler strategize to
get rid of her, she proves to have a few tricks of her own.
Taylor, Theodore. The Boy Who Could Fly Without a Motor. (Harcourt, 2002,
$15.00, ISBN 0-15-216529-0).
Jon Jeffers is a very lonely 9-year-old. It is
193 5, and his father takes the family to live in a lighthouse off the San
Francisco coast. Jon wishes he could fly, and then one morning a mysterious man appears who teaches him how to do it.
Wells, Rosemary. Wingwalker. Illustrations by Brian 0. Selznick.
(Hyperion, 2002, $15.99, ISBN 078680397-5).
During the Depression, Reuben and his family have to leave their Dust
Bowl-stricken town for his father to find work. Dad is a great dancer who
gets a job as a wingwalker in a carnival in Minnesota. Reuben is terrified of flying, and thus is very upset at his father's new job. As Reuben
explores this strange new world of carnival life, he comes to know the
many performers, appreciate his family, and overcome his fear of flying.
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Michigan Reading Association Publications
BOOKMARKS

FLIPCHARTS

PUBLICATIONS

Content Area Bookmarks

A View Inside

The ABC's of Reading Strategies for Volunteers

Effective reading strategies at your fingertips - just tuck
these information-packed cards into your lesson plan
book for practical easy-to-use techniques. © 1991, 18
4xll cards, K-12. $6.00

Come inside the schools and classrooms of eleven educators as they share their stories. Best practices are shared
for first grade classrooms through University teacher
education courses. These practices offer classroom-based
examples that enable all students to achieve Michigan's
ELA content standards. ©1999. $12.00

A quick "how-to" guide for volunteers and tutors. Designed for the layman, this flipchart offers a variety of
ideas to help your volunteers and tutors be more effective
and informed. $3.00

Supplemental Strategies Content Area Bookmarks fl
More learning and thinking strategies to enhance effective
content area teaching. Designed to illustrate how to put
current research into instructional practice. ©1998, 16
4xll cards, K-12. $8.00

Special!
Content Area Bookmarks I & Il
Set of each of the above strategies.

$12.00

Writing Bookmarks

Linking - Developing Strategic Readers and
Writers in the Primary Classroom
Link your classroom experiences to current research
and practice. Based on the work of Regie Routman and
Marie Clay, topics include developmental awareness and
strategies for reading and writing, plus advice on various
types of assessment. By Michigan Reading Recovery
Teacher, Stevie Brinkerhoff. ©1993, Revised 1998, 91
pages. $10.00

Kaleidoscope 2002

Ideas for helping students effectively use the writing
process to produce both narrative and informational text.
By the Michigan Department of Education Early Literacy
Committee. ©1998, 27 4xll cards, K-12. $8.00

Outstanding student writing to share with your class! This
collection of more than 100 prize winning writings by
Michigan's Young Authors can serve as models to motivate
your students. Recreated annually. $6.00

New!

Writing to Learn Handbooks for Social Studies,
Science & Math

Literacy Connections - Effective Strategies that
Work Bookmarks
Help your students make connections in comprehension, metacognition/study skills, vocabulary, fluency
and word identification with these learning and thinking
bookmarks.
©2002, 33 4xll cards, K-12.

$9.00

Please send order form and payment to:
Michigan Reading Association
668 Three Mile Road NW, Suite C
Grand Rapids, MI 49544
Credit card orders may be faxed to (616) 647-9378

These new, teacher-friendly handbooks will prepare students for success on MEAP tests and more importantly, will
improve thinking and learning in Mathematics, Science,
and Social Studies. ©2001. $12.00

~
Michigan
Reading

I

English Language Arts Content Standards and
Working Draft Benchmarks
A handy guide to the Michigan English Language Arts
Content Standards, adopted by the State Board of Education in July 1995, and the curriculum frameworks which
contain the standards. $3.00

What Do Parents Want to Know About Early
Literacy Programs?
Perfect for parents of young readers! Concise explanations
to common questions concerning early literacy programs.
Issues covered include components of a quality program,
phonics instruction, writing process, and invented spelling
along with practice tips on how parents can help their child
achieve success in school. By the Michigan Department of
Education Early Literacy Committee. ©1997. $2.00

Teaching Literacy to ESL Students Research
and Best Practice
Designed as a flipchart, research evidence is presented
along with implications for classroom application. Areas include the goals of reading, decoding, vocabulary,
comprehension, self concept, scaffolds, cooperative
grouping, authentic assessment, materials selection, and
family support. The Michigan definition of reading, a
glossary and an extensive bibliography are also included.
©2000. $3.00

MEAP: Preparation and Best Practices
Effective classroom practices to use with students while
preparing for the MEAP will be presented in this easy-touse flipchart. Relevant for all subject areas, ten effective
classroom practices to use with all students will be shared
along with practices to avoid. $3.00
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By law we are required to charge sales tax.
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